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Community
Preservatlon

Duxbury s land use commlttee seeks to preserve three out of
every ten acres of remcumng undeveloped land — not a bad bat- -
tmg average | unless .you’re Nomar Garctaparra o

~ The gréup. proposes that Duxbury sign onto, the Commumty
Preservatron Actas the ‘véhicle to Ppreserve our open’ space.

“We. hope ‘that' goal an be reached, but urge caution before
hitching our: star th1s new state- program -
servation Act was signed i into law earlier
g fund program: that enables: towns to
quiring Town: M eetmg .approval in-the .
fom one to three: percerit above Prop. 1/2 -

lumts The revenue would:go toward the purchase of open space,
‘with ten percent- each allocated to Iustonc preservatlon and af-
fordable ‘housing. . : .

& Duxbury would not be the town 1t is’ had we not embraced
'strmgent zoning and made the landmark decision in 1970 to steer

a course of conservation. We’can: now look back 30 years ago-
and say wrth certainty that- the purchase of over. 2 500 acres of

. open space was abold and Hugde
-want. to:Jook"back’ in-anct '
‘quest for open space’we have. pnced“ourselves out of otJr own
town with perpetual property tax hikes.

* Duxbury and other Commonwealth communities would have
been much better served had the original version of the Commu-
nity Preservation Act been preserved instead of. suffemng defeat .

- from specral interest groups. Its fundmg mechanism'relied on.a
-transfer tax instead of 2 property tax. surcharge and has been hrghly;
successfiil ‘on Nantucket and Martha's Vmeyard :

. There is g réason: that. Duxbury has purchased open space in.
“ﬁts and starts” as desciibed at Monday night’s sélectmian’s meet:
mg When ‘timi are good and the n»rs in sound financial

rnore open space.

se we dtdn’t have ithe1 money, ‘
i,to buy latid i ’qufy smd

A review of the comnnttee s, f
.tron of the new’ program may ‘well alleviate those qualms ;
: Inthe: ‘meantime; we applaud the efforts of the L:and.: Acquisi- :
‘tion Committee and the compelling presentation by Chairman
David Hmes Whatever ‘'means the town eventually takes to pre- -
_serve our open’ space we all agree that we must continue to be:
dlhgent in preservmg the character of Duxbury ‘The growth pres-_
" suires 'we faced in 1970 ha" e not:gone away.. The:t ‘expansion of
“Route 3, potentlal convers n, anberry bogs and the.grow-
‘ing. metrOpohs of Plyméuth ,dtcate that the ﬁght agamst
:',sprawl will not saon go aWay R L
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